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If you want your time to be

worth more than good practice,

its a good idea to be strategic

about your busking location.

by Galveston Music
Collective

perform your music
live on the street

for tips
Wanna know how to busk safely
and legally in Galveston?
Although there is no official
busking permit- here we outline
the current laws, permits and
suggested equipment for you!
Lets make our island a more
engaging and beautiful place
one song at a time! 

Location
Matters

No plug no
Problem
No plug no
Problem

If you’re
busking, its
rare to find a
plug to power
gear with!
Here’s how:

If you’ve got
your permit and
you’re ready to
go, you’ll need
to figure out
how to do this
without power!
Amazon has
great solutions
for
rechargeable
amps for around
$125! Get a 2
channel one so
you can also
plug in your
microphone, and
they even come
with echo fx!
And if you use
pedals, there’s
also
rechargeable
power supplies
for around $30.

Technically you
don’t *need*
the
Amplification
permit to busk.
You would just
have to not use
any amps or
speakers.

Havequestions?
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If you don’t pick a place
with genuine foot traffic,
then don’t expect to make
many tips. The strand is the
ideal place, or close to the
cruise ships, perhaps give
seawall a chance (but be
mindful you may be competing
with the waves and wind for
sound).

Also be sure to be at least a
2 doors down from another
performer, and don’t chose a
spot in front of a venue that
already has a stage. This is
seen as disrespectful in the
industry.

Ask one of the Galveston
Music Collective admins, and
they will get you an answer,
or to someone who will have
an answer! This pamphlet is
produced with love by
Ladybird.



Stay legal 
and safe

Stay legal 
and safe

Quarter 1 Jan 1-March 31

Quarter 2 April 1-June 30

Quarter 3 July 1- Sept 30

Quarter 4 Oct 1-Dec 32

Ordinance 19-082 Section 24-(2,
5 and 14) 
Ordinance Section 32-5

Galveston does not have an
official busking permit like
other major cities. Instead
we have what is called a
“Loudspeaker & Amplified
Sound Permit” that allows us
to use an amp to perform on
the street. Having the right
gear can help get that cash
in your tip jar. 

Each citation is a
class C misdemeanor
punishable $100-500
*per* violation.
Maximum fine $2500.

You can find this permit
available online at
Galvestontx.gov or in
person at parks and rec.
2222 28  st. which is also
where you will turn in the
application. The offices
are in the back of the gym.
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The Amplified Sound Permit
application will need some
information as you fill it
out, and a few rules. You
must apply within 10
working days in advance of
planned use. You must
designate times and
location, for example:
Fridays and Saturdays from
noon-5pm at the Southwest
corner of xyz and Strand.
The cost of this permit
comes in 2 forms: $75 for a
single day or $150 for
multiple days per quarter.

Loudspeaker
& amplified
sound permit

Loudspeaker
& amplified
sound permit

Do not block side walk:
with crowd or equipment
(minimum of 5 ft)
Total sound must be under
75 decibel (7am-10pm) and
70 Dbl (10pm-7am)
Keep your Amplified Sound
Permit up to date

Obey hour and location
restrictions

Do not breach the peace
Keep obscene language to a
minimum
Do not direct speech to a
specific person to harass.Possible

fines
Possible
fines

Once Parks and Recreation
approves your application for
an Amplified Sound Permit, you
simply need to follow a few
laws in order to keep your
permit and avoid citations: 


